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i SUBJZCT ¢ CIEP's Questions oa Soviet Grain
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% 1. This in respcase o | | meworandum
g on Scviet Graln Storage Capacity, dated 21 May 1974,
& As per -our telegphone coaversation, we have recast the
8 queﬁhlong.
2. Do we have a rough idea of USSR grain storage
capacity?

Officials of the USSR iiinistry of Procureneint =-—
the agency responsible _for nurrhissiae anmd hondliee miezd.
crcps -- recently Lold| |

storage capacity for grainl, acid oY the MNinistoy, was -2G

million metric tons. In zddition there is "more ¢han 13T

million metric tons" of capacity on farms.. We hAave & 7
good idea of the tyces of state storage; onfarm capzeity 2
undouict cdly varics Irom opcn- ci: platforms to well=ventiliated
buildings The accuracy of the guantity of stale storooe ,
capacicy cou*c u*obub¢v be chiccked, at least roughly, Lv d
aggregating the data 'chWa“‘v published by the USSX oa 4
storage capacity comnstructed. This, however, would Le a

very time consuming project.

3. What has our agricultural exchange agreement with
the USSR produced along these lines?
) The US delegation on wiheat *orage, handli;J, and
’ ﬂilli1q was the first TS group to visit the USSR undoxr
the US/USSR agricultural cuxchange agrecment. They ey bha
able to shed considcorable licht on Sovict gtorace probicus 25!
¢

4. Vhat does the agricultural attache's office know
on these topics?

K

B : The agricultural attache's office participates in :

4 , most meetings between U.S. agriculitural delegations and i

3 : Soviet officials. The office also reads the local »nress. B
" However, they do not do any research into problems such ;

as grain storage or capacity. :
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5. What assumptioas deces USDA use on sto:
We understand that USDA = accepts the capac
expressed above (para. 1.) as accurate.
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6. What do we know about “he Soviet grain stocik
position?

The Soviets made it very clear to the first working 25X1
group on the US/USER agricult i a
of grain stocks is a sitaic s <
Secrets Ack.

X
excnaxge “hat a2 guantiey
O

b §

the USSR feels STOCKS S-oulb eChal & year's neeés."
Although ambiguous in Ccoverage, the Implicatica is that thesc
suockS'lncluéc both cbn-"alizc' stocks which ame primarily
for food, industricl ond SCCd ucos; and farm stocks wilon
consist of feed and zome scad. This sort of general steice
Nent is corroborated in Sovic: technical publications and
by a statement by Xhrusihchev in 1958. mne quanci y
desired in so=-called "stratcgicH (un;ouchmb¢e ciceps
e*ierger‘c_{) or a minimum level ol st ocks, however,
Known. 2as aeceds for grain incresse it can be assu
the level of all stocks wanted and serhaos th m-ﬂ*muh
level also would incicase. Our grain balance work,
currcntly in progress, indicatas thet waile Sov_bv gradin
requirenmentis have pru Steadily increcasing, the fluciuocson
Ln grain proauculo“ 2ag reant that additions o stocis

are not pos sible in 5 of the past 12 vears, Indeed,
sharp stock drawdowns were nec cessary in some of thcsc vears.
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